NOUNS

Bulgarian nouns can be masculine, feminine or neuter.

Based on their gender, they are subject to specific rules
which define their plural forms, definite article and adjective
forms, so identifying a noun's gender is very important.

Gender Rule Example
. end in a ’ 6ap (bar)
Masculine e xoten (hotel)
consonant
. MbXX (man)

. e >KeHa (woman)
.. e endin-aor
Feminine . . cTasa (room)
. BoAa (water)

. . Mope (seaq)
e endin-eor .
Neuter o . HeLwo (thing)
. nete (child)

Based on the rules above, identify the gender of the following nouns:

cTyaeHT (a university student)

nekap (a doctor)

nuua (pizza)

aBokapao (avocado)

Maca (table)

rpag (city)

ceno (village)

MarasuH (shop)

ake (jacket)
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There are several exceptions to these rules.

Check some of the most common examples below.

8

Gender Rule Exception Example
e endina . 6awa (father
Masculine . male characters wa (f )
consonant e a0 (grandfather)
.. e endin-aor X . panocT (joy)
Feminine e endin-cTor -eceH
- . neceH (song)
e endin-aor . HoL (night
Feminine . end in -y, i, (night)
- . cBeLl, (candle)
. e other nouns that end in . nob6os (love)
.. e endin-aor )
Feminine . consonants but are e Beyep (evening)
feminine * CyTpuvH (morning)
) ) . Takcu (taxi)
e endin-eor . end in -u, -y or-10 .
Neuter . 6MKY (jewel)
-0 (loan words)
. MeHIo (menu)

Now, identify the gender of the following nouns based on the

exceptions above:

xo6u (hobby)

6ap6ekt (barbecue)

yacT (part)

napTtu (party)

eceH (autumn)

yunyo (uncle)
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PLURAL NOUNS
(MASCULINE)

Rule

Example (singular)

Example (plural)

if it has a single
syllable, add -oBe

6ap (bar)
cton (chair)

rpag, (city)

6apose (bars)
cTosioBe (chairs)
rpagoBe (cities)

if it ends in -K, replace
-K with -um

pycHak (Russian man)
yoBeK (person, human)

pycHaum (Russians)
yoseum (humans)

if it ends in -ew, replace
-ey, with -umn

amepuKaHew, (American man)
yy>kaeHeu, (foreigner)

amepwuKaHum (Americans)
yy>xaeHum (foreigners)

if it ends in -bp, replace
-bp with -pu

KOMMIOTBP (computer)
MeTbp (meter)

KOMMIOTPpM (computers)
MeTpu (meters)

if it ends in -K, replace
-1 with -u

My3en (museum)

My3eu (museums)

to any other multi-
syllable nouns add -u

xoTten (hotel)
MaraswuH (shop)

xotenum (hotels)
MarasuHm (shops)

Q There are various exceptions to the rules above.
Some of the most common cases are listed below.

a

AEeH - AHWU

(day - days)
MDBX - MbXKe
(man - men)
Kpak - Kpaka
(leg - legs)
BJ1aK - BJIaKOBE
(train - trains)
NbT - NbTULLA

(road - roads)
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PLURAL NOUNS
(FEMININE)

Rule

Example (singular)

Example (plural)

e fitendsin -aor -1, replace
-a or - with -u

»KeHa (woman)
cTas (room)

>XeHu (women)
cTam (rooms)

¢ if it ends in a consonant, add
-u

HoLy, (night)
yacT (part)

HoLuwm (nights)
4yacTum (parts)

Q Here are some of the exceptions to these rules for feminine nouns:

o

neceH - NnecHu

(song - songs)

pbKa - pble

(hand - hands)

PLURAL NOUNS
(NEUTER)

Rule

Example (singular)

Example (plural)

e ifitendsin -o, replace -o
with -a

ceno (village)
HeLwo (thing)

cena (villages)
Hewwa (things)

e ifitendsin -e, add -Ta at the
end

Momye (boy)
MoMuye (girl)

MomyeTa (boys)
MoMmuyeTa (girls)

e ifit endsin -ne, we replace
-e with -2

cbbuTue (event)

cbbuTHA (events)

e if itendsin-ue or -we,
replace -e with -a

anue (egg)
yuname (school)

anua (eggs)
yunnuwa (schools)

Q Here are some of the exceptions to these rules for neuter nouns:

s |

neTe - aeua
(child - children)

BpeMe - BpeMeHa

(time - times)
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	NOUNS
	Bulgarian nouns can be masculine, feminine or neuter. Based on their gender, they are subject to specific rules which define their plural forms, definite article and adjective forms, so identifying a noun's gender is very important.
	Gender
	Rule
	Example
	Masculine
	end in a consonant
	бар (bar)
	хотел (hotel)
	мъж (man)
	Feminine
	end in - а or -я
	жена (woman)
	стая (room)
	вода (water)
	Neuter
	end in -е or -о
	море (sea)
	нещо (thing)
	дете (child)

	Based on the rules above, identify the gender of the following nouns:
	студент (a university student) _____________ лекар (a doctor)                      _____________ пица (pizza)                             _____________ авокадо (avocado)                  _____________ маса (table)                             _____________ град (city)                               _____________ село (village)                          ______________ магазин (shop)                       ______________ яке (jacket)                            _______________


	There are several exceptions to these rules.  Check some of the most common examples below.
	Gender
	Rule
	Exception
	Example
	Masculine
	end in a consonant
	male characters
	баща (father)
	дядо (grandfather)
	Feminine
	end in - а or -я
	end in -ст or -есен
	радост (joy)
	песен (song)
	Feminine
	end in - а or -я
	end in -щ
	нощ (night)
	свещ (candle)
	Feminine
	end in - а or -я
	other nouns that end in consonants but are feminine
	любов (love)
	вечер (evening)
	сутрин (morning)
	Neuter
	end in -е or -о
	end in -и, -у or-ю
	(loan words)
	такси (taxi)
	бижу (jewel)
	меню (menu)

	Now, identify the gender of the following nouns based on the exceptions above:
	хоби (hobby)                    _____________ барбекю (barbecue)         _____________ част (part)                        _____________ парти (party)                    _____________ есен (autumn)                   _____________ чичо (uncle)                      _____________
	PLURAL NOUNS (MASCULINE)

	ден - дни (day - days) мъж - мъже (man - men) крак - крака (leg - legs) влак - влакове (train - trains) път - пътища (road - roads)
	WWW.GATANKA.COM
	PLURAL NOUNS (FEMININE)

	песен - песни (song - songs)
	ръка - ръце (hand - hands)
	PLURAL NOUNS (NEUTER)

	дете - деца (child - children)
	време - времена (time - times)
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